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food only, because it is generally hard to prove the amount
of food consumed. Al-'Adawi wonders if, when evidence
must be produced, one witness would be sufficient, or
whether, as in the case of civil procedure, there should al-
ways be at least two. On the whole, he seems to favor a
more lenient attitude than would be warranted in strictly
civil matters.

The Hanifites do not discuss this matter, except in what
they say concerning the disbursement of zakat by the
owners themselves; in which case, as we saw, they resort to
intuition. As regards the disbursement of zakat by the
state officials, they evidently intend that the general prin-
ciples respecting the verification of assertions (dafwa) shall
be applied.

The method of distribution of the zakat among the var-
ious beneficiaries has been a matter of difference of opin-
ion. The Hanifites x claim that the zakat may be disbursed
to all the classes together, excepting that of the mu'allafah
whose claims have lapsed; or to any one of them exclusively,
even if it consists in one single person. Al-Shafi'i, on the
contrary, expresses the view that the zakat may not be dis-
bursed to one or few classes when there are more of them
present, and that the share of each class is disbursed pref er-
kbly among all its present members, or at least three of
them; it being unlawful to disburse to fewer, when there are
three beneficiaries present; otherwise the collector or the
owner, if it. was he who disbursed the zakat, has to make
good to the third beneficiary his share.2 According to the
later Shafiites, if the zakat proceeds are sufficient for all
the beneficiaries of a class, and their number is easily de-
terminable (munhasir), each is given a share, otherwise

1 Majma', p. 181; Jami', p. 337; Hiddyah, p. 205.

2  Umm, pp. 69, 76-7; Mabsut, part iii, p. 10.